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Partner Agencies
• Recreation, Parks & Tourism (RPT)
• County Attorney’s Office
• Charles County Sheriff’s Office
• Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
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Current Public Hunting Access
• County Parks Policy

• Hunting and firearm possession are not permitted in county-operated parks due to 
size and recreational use

• Where Hunting Is Allowed
• Significant opportunities exist on state-managed lands (Wildlife Management Areas, 

State Parks/Forests, Cooperative Wildlife Management Areas, Natural Environment 
Areas, and Natural Resource Management Areas)

• Waterfowl Hunting
• Permitted only on licensed shoreline; not permitted in county parks

• Public Boat Launch Access Points
• Friendship Farm Park, Hatton Creek, Mallows Bay, and Marshall Hall



Status with DNR
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• No existing Cooperative Management Agreements between 
DNR and Charles County

• All other Southern Maryland counties have Cooperative Agreements

• 16,741 acres available for public hunting per 2025-2026 DNR 
Free Public Hunting Permit Program

• Charles County ranks #1 statewide for total public hunting land 
availability. 
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County Properties 
• Ruth B. Swann Park - 200 Acres (~135 Forested beyond the stream)
• Oak Ridge Park - 183 Acres (~110 Forested)
• Bensville Park - 94 Acres (~51.57 Forested)
• Mudd Way - 61 Acres (46.18 Forested)
• La Plata Farm Park - 54.12 Acres (~16.13 Forested)
• Poplar Hill Rd (Waldorf Park) - 214 Acres (159 Forested)
• Gardiner Station - 144 Acres (All Forested)
• Hamacheck Property, Port Tobacco Rd, Nanjemoy - 108 Acres (All Forested)
• Marshall Hall Rd - 74.98 Acres (All Forested)
• Marshall Corner Rd - 201 Acres (All Forested)
• Middletown Rd - 10.37 Acres (All Forested)
• Popes Creek/Gilligan’s (Popes Creek - total area) - 142.6 Acres (~68.44 Acres Forested)
• Mason’s Springs Rd (Pisgah) - 44.24 Acres (All Forested)
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Cooperative Wildlife Management Agreement 



Opportunities
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• Expand promotion of Charles County hunting areas
• Potential partnerships with local hunting organizations
• Education and training opportunities
• Explore partnership with DNR for cooperative WMA



Questions?
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